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U.S. Senator Michael Bennet 
261 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
 
 
Dear Senator Bennet: 
 
We support your continued efforts to protect taxpayers, our communities and our 
environment from the harmful consequences of orphaned oil and gas wells, including 
by sponsoring legislation to improve the efficacy of the federal onshore bonding 
program and supporting cleanup efforts. As has been well documented, the federal 
onshore oil and gas bonding program does not provide adequate financial assurances 
to prevent orphaned wells from becoming a taxpayer liability, along with a threat to 
local communities and our climate.  
 
We urge you to pursue a legislative solution to this problem that ensures federal 
bonds are sufficient to cover the full costs of reclamation and adequately protect other 
public lands resources, such as wildlife and recreation, while considering options to 
address needed remediation and reclamation more broadly.  
 
The state’s recent study has confirmed the need to address orphaned oil and gas wells 
in Colorado and the current economic situation is likely to increase the scope of the 
problem. We would like to see the current risks from orphaned wells addressed but we 
cannot afford to keep adding to the problem on federal lands.  
 
Oil and gas wells that are abandoned by companies without being fully plugged and 
reclaimed pose many risks to our communities and our nearby public lands. 
Orphaned wells can leak methane into the air, leach toxins into groundwater, harm 
wildlife and livestock, and impact other public lands resources and recreation 
opportunities. A 2019 GAO report shows that 84% of federal bonds are too low to 
cover reclamation costs of the wells they cover, leaving the BLM liable for upwards of 
$333 million in potential reclamation costs. 1 
 
While oil and gas development is a part of Colorado’s economy, its economic value is 
diminished when costs associated with cleaning up drilling sites are shifted to 
taxpayers and government agencies. Colorado’s public lands are important to our 
economy, too, and where oil and gas development occurs, it should be fully reclaimed 
to protect wildlife, recreation, and sustain our outdoor economy and environment for 
all Coloradans.  
 

                                                        
1 https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/701450.pdf  
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We appreciate your efforts to protect public lands, such as through the Colorado 
Outdoor Recreation and Economy Act. We further support your work to ensure that 
our public lands are protected against orphaned oil and gas wells, our taxpayers do 
not have to bear the burden of cleaning them up, and our communities are 
safeguarded from the risks they pose. 
 
Sincerely,  
Routt County Commissioners 

 
 
Tim Corrigan   Beth Melton      Doug Monger 


